[The cytotoxic activity in intestinal lamina propria and peripheral blood in AIDS and Crohn disease].
In this study the cytotoxic activity of natural killer cells (NK) and lymphokine activated killer cells (LAK) in the peripheral blood was examined in ten patients with AIDS and in ten patients with Crohn's disease. The results were compared to the values of ten healthy patients. Cells of the lamina propria of the colon were isolated and cultivated to LAK-cells after the in vitro stimulation with interleukin-2 from patients belonging to these three groups. The highest NK-activity of the monoclonal cells in the peripheral blood (PBMC) was found in the control group. In patients with AIDS and Crohn's disease the activity of the LAK-cells of PBMC was significantly higher than the activity of the NK-cells. The PBMC activity of NK- and LAK-cells in the control group showed no important differences. The spontaneous cytotoxic activity of mononuclear lamina propria cells was very low or not verifiable. In lamina propria LAK-cells only a very low cytotoxic activity was found too. These results show that an in vitro stimulation of PBMC with interleukin-2 in patients with AIDS or Crohn's disease lead to a significant increase of the cytotoxic cell activity.